Open Doors Newsletter
October 2021

Back to school
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‣ It’s good to see you!
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‣ Meet the teachers

‣ Upcoming events for your diary

‣ 2021-2022 class reps

It’s good to see you!
On behalf of the Bureau and all the staff members, I would like
to express a warm welcome to all new and returning families.
Over the past seven weeks, our children seemed quite happy
to be back at Open Doors, moving up a level but always to
familiar faces. We will keep cultivating the trust and sense of
security that are healthy environments for our children to grow
in. As always, here are a few reminders for the year ahead:
Schedules
Maternelle
Mat 2 classes are held from 8:45am to 11:30am.
Mat 3 classes are held from 9:00 to 1:00pm.
Location: Espace Culturel Jacques Kosciusko-Morizet, Place
Henri Hamel, St Nom la Breteche
Primary Classes 1 ,2 ,3
Class 1, 2, 3 from 9:15am to 12:15pm.
Primary Classes 4 & 5
Class 4 & 5 from 1:15 pm to 4:15 pm.
Cambridge Class 6
Class 6 from 4:45 pm to 6:45 pm.
Location: Maison des Associations, 9 Route de St Germain, St
Nom la Breteche
New teacher
Claire Foster has joined us back this year, to take charge of
Maternelle and the new Focus Group. Claire previously
worked as a teacher for the Lycée International. Today she is
the English Primary teacher at the local Montessori school in
addition to her role at Open Doors. Formerly an Open Doors
parent, her own children follow a bilingual education.
Student numbers
We are happy to report our students numbers are higher than
ever, in the limit of the 11 for Maternelle and 14 for Primary
per class. Classe 6 and the new Focus Group introduced this
year are showing splendid results. All our other classes are full,
only Maternelle 2 still has a few available spaces. We have
surpassed the 100 students mark and although that number has
never been a goal, it is a testament to the quality of the
education delivered at Open Doors. Your trust is a great reward
for all the hard work achieved by the contributing parents and
teachers alike.
Stationery supplies for Primary
Your child needs to bring a full pencil case to school which
will be for use solely at Open Doors. Furthermore Open Doors
school bags are still available if you would like to purchase
one.

Health & Safety
It is wonderful to see everyone in person and our children back
in school, just like it used to be.
The Covid teaching continuation plan worked very well and is
always ready to be reimplemented if required. Rest assured we
will be doing our utmost to keep the children and teachers safe
during their time in school and we ask for your co-operation to
achieve that. Vigilance for any early signs of infection is key in
allowing the classes and school to keep running as normal. We
will therefore keep temperature checking the children before
class, and remain demanding about social distancing, masks
and cleanliness.
You are also being asked to provide a healthy snack and a
bottle of water for your own child as we can no longer provide
and share these in class.
Our teachers will be wearing masks and we would ask you to
wear yours when waiting outside school.
Cambridge Class
As you may know, Class 6 is a preparation class for students in
6ème/5ème, in which they undertake a 1 year programme to
prepare for the University of Cambridge assessment exams at
Key level. We wish the best success to this year’s class.
New Committee members
I would like to express my gratitude to the parents who have
volunteered in joining me and help run this association, ensure
that our children’s “second” school keeps providing the best
English environment possible. As you may recall, Salima
Ameur has moved from VP to embrace the role of Treasurer.
We have a new duo of Vice Presidents, Romain Blanchard,
Marianne Richards, as well as the Association’s new Secretary,
Sophie Gonce. Welcome to all, and I hope your involvement
will encourage more parents to help us out for the Open Doors
events over the course of the year.
Last of all, as you are aware, Open Doors is a parent run
organization. Therefore we appreciate and need all the help
you can offer. I thank the devoted parents for their ongoing
help, the committee members (Salima, Romain, Marianne,
Sophie) for their recurring contribution, and especially all our
teachers and Shirley Jones our administrator, who commit year
after year to helping our children improve and learn, providing
a very high level of quality English teaching.
I thank you for trusting that we at Open Doors will do our best
to provide your children with the highest English standards
and education, so they can learn and achieve to the best of
their abilities.
Ulysses Jalon de Luvigne, President
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Meet our Teachers
Maternelle
Claire FOSTER
4th year with OD

Class 1
Kathryn PERRYMAN
3rd year with OD

Class 3
Dominique MATTHEWS
4th year with OD

Maternelle
Asst.
Glenda PETIT
5th year with OD

Class 2
Jackie BOURGIN
6 years with OD

Class 4
Anna
DOBROVOLSKIS
3rd year with OD

Meet Our Reading Assistants
Class 5 & 6
Suzanne ROSS
5 years with OD

Meet Our Administrator
Emma CULTY
Administrator
Shirley JONES
10 years with OD

Alison HARRIS
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Class Reps
Maternelle

Romain Blanchard

rom.blanchard@gmail.com

Class 1

Nicole Couder

nicole.couder@suez.com

Class 2

Gil Daubrenet

gill_daubrenet@yahoo.co.uk

Class 3

Sonja Mc Donald

sonjathegira e@gmail.com

Class 4

Naza Lahoutifard

nlahou fard@gmail.com

Class 5

Pam Sved

pamela.sved@gmail.com

Class 6

Tatjana Roche

roche.tatjana@gmail.com

Focus Group

Johanna Roucou

johanna_roucou@hotmail.com

Class Reps liaise with teachers and have set up WhatsApp group to facilitate communication within the
class parents. Please contact your Class Rep if you feel you have been neglected.

The Bureau is composed of 5 parents assuming roles of
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. We meet 4
times per year to discuss different matters relating to the
overall functioning of OD. The extended Committee includes the class reps, the administrator and a
teacher rep, also meets around 4 times a year. The Annual General Meeting takes place mid June: This is
where major decisions about the organization of Open Doors are made, a new Bureau elected, accounts
approved and the budget set.

Meet the Bureau

Marianne Richards

Vice-President

Ulysses Jalon de Luvigne
President

Salima Ameur-Boulifa

ff

ti

Treasurer

Romain Blanchard
Vice-President

Sophie Gonce
Secretary
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Upcoming Events
As always, Open Doors is counting on your continued support and participation to make these events a
success.
Please mark the following events in your diary:
Class 5 parent meeting - 8th of December 2021
Christmas Cheese & Wine Party - Get to meet the other Open Doors parents - 3rd of December 2021
Fete de noel - 4th of December 2021- Get ready to show off your baking skills as Open Doors holds a
stand selling home made goodies and other Christmas treats.
Maternelle & Primary 1,2,3,4 parent meetings - 2nd of February 2022
Testing dates for new joiners - 18th of May 2022
End of school year - 15th of June 2022
AGM - 16th of June 2022
In the current situation, it is more than likely that any Open Doors group meetings will be video
conference calls.
Also keep in mind:
More Parent Coffee start of the year meetings will be scheduled shortly.
Contact your Class Rep for the when and where.

Scholastic Books
The book catalogue will be available in November just after mid-term holidays. Parents will be asked to
place their order online line. Books will then be delivered at OD in time for
Christmas holiday.
Christmas cards
Children will be making personalized greeting cards
before mid-term break. These can then be purchased at a
small contribution. Orders must be placed by mid
November.

Open Doors wishes our children a
Happy Halloween !

